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Winter is transitioning into spring. Just
occasionally the odd insect may make an

appearance late February, but it’s usually around
mid-March that a few species begin to show to herald
another year of insect watching in the garden.

Those first photos are always rewarding, even if | have photographed
the species many times before. This hoverfly was making the most of a
weak sun and any warmth from the stone. |
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. 1 August: Cotswold Canals

Emperor Dragonfly

Yes, the image is taken through some vegetation, but having watched the
dragonfly hunting on the wing for 15 minutes, back and forth, | had
almost given up getting any kind of shot.

Then it landed a few metres away along the canal bank.
I moved slowly, bending down on the towpath close to where
it had landed. Could not get a clear view.
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26 June: Pockett’s Orchard

Horse Fly (Chrisops relictus)

Horse flies do not endear themselves to people. A
The females suck the blood of a range of mammals,
including us, biting through the flesh first with
their blade-like mouthparts.
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this species before, but you can see
how it caught my ‘eye’.
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A species that never strays far from water.
The orchard stands on the banks of the y
Stroudwater Navigation )
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A fresh cow pat. An ecosystem in its
own right, attracting a range of flies e T
and beetles in particular to feaston j, L T R A
its rich soup. While they feast, they '
might be distracted and fall prey to
this rove beetle.

It moves quickly over the surface,
disappearing quickly over the edge
of the pat and then re-emerging in
a different place. Not easy to get a
good shot.
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Because l'rarely venture into the garden without the camera, |
was able to get a few shots of it. Although we are just five
minutes from the town centre, we have a nearby stream with its
wooded shelterbelt. Some species of Odanata (dragonflies and
damselflies) will wander away from water.
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6 September: Stroud Garden

Common Darter

I have many images of this species photographed
close to water on any number of perches and -
grassy stems.

Never on the head of a poppy, so nice to catch this
female on a warm, sunny September day.

The deep blue stain of the timber garden shed
providing the contrast in the background.
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